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Abstract. Publishing is a critical component of academic scholarship and is a key component for faculty 
and student success. Historically, much attention has been given to publishing quantitative research 
with less attention and status accorded to publishing qualitative scholarship. In addition, editors and 
reviewers may not be as educated on the different goals and standards for evaluating qualitative 
scholarship. While undertaking and publishing qualitative scholarship shares features in common with 
all scholarly peer reviewed publications, there are unique features to this work that both authors and 
reviewers need to consider. The discussion panelists are all affiliated with the Qualitative and Mixed 
Methods Interest Group (QMM) at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln USA; part of the university’s 
interdisciplinary Social and Behavioral Sciences Research Consortium (SBSRC).  
The presenters include experienced qualitative scholars and current journal editors. Panelists will 
contribute four 15-minute presentations centered on “Best Practices for Undertaking and Publishing 
Qualitative Scholarship” including (a) negotiating the editorial process, (b) effective strategies for 
publishing graduate student research, (c) collaborative teams and publishing with students, and (d) 
addressing challenges of undertaking and publishing qualitative scholarship. Presentations will be 
followed by 30-minute group discussion including questions from those attending the panel session. 
Panelists will concentrate on providing broad and holistic overviews, along with applications and 
strategies that will apply across scholarly disciplines and diverse journal outlets. The presentations are 
designed to encourage active audience participation and dialogue centering on these topics as we 
collaboratively strive to improve our competencies and successes in the publishing process. 
Common themes addressed by the panelists include strategic and practical issues that will help 
students and newer scholars, as well as more seasoned researchers, interested in designing and 
publishing qualitative research. Their primary focus entails making useful choices about undertaking 
and submitting qualitative scholarship, preparing manuscripts that best maximize the benefits of this 
type of scholarship, and helping scholars overcome pitfalls challenges of the design and publishing 
process for qualitative scholarship. Collaborative audience-based discussions will include guidance for 
strategically identifying appropriate publication outlets, ethically dividing up large studies into 
publishable manuscripts, preparing and formatting work research, negotiating authorship roles, 
selecting appropriate journals geared toward publishing qualitative research and responding to editor 
revise and resubmit requests.  
The panelists, representing multiple academic disciplines, will speak broadly about their topics, making 
the information and panel relevant to qualitative scholars across disciplines and subject areas and 
across a breadth of qualitative methodologies. Ample time will be provided for audience members to 
engage in discussion and ask questions of the panelists, with the goal of supporting the audience’s 
application of the content in their own scholarly work as they navigate the research and publication 
process. 
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Negotiating the Editorial Process when Publishing Qualitative Scholarship 
Rochelle L. Dalla, Child, Youth & Family Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Rochelle L. Dalla, current editor of the Journal of Human Trafficking, will address steps in the 
publication process for qualitative work from preparation of the manuscript, to following the 
submission process.  Her talk will include interpreting and responding to editor and reviewer feedback 
in a revision and memorandum back to the editor that describes how the author(s) addressed the 
feedback. Dr. Dalla’s talk will emphasize content critical for documenting the rigor of qualitative 
methods in manuscript submissions, including credibility, dependability, transferability, and use of 
member checks.  Additional components, including positionality statements and ethical practices will 
be addressed.  Professor Dalla’s talk will conclude with information about carrying the manuscript 
through to publication or next steps when a manuscript is not accepted for publication.  

Effective Strategies for Publishing Doctoral Student Research 
Tiffani Luethke, University of Nebraska-Kearney, Tiffany Young, Doane University, Wayne Babchuk, 
Educational Psychology, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Tiffani Luethke, Tiffany Young, and Wayne Babchuk, current editors, or associate editors of the Journal 
of Ethnographic and Qualitative Research, will focus on guidance for graduate students wishing to 
publish their doctoral dissertations. Their presentation will draw from two examples of their own 
dissertation work, which (1) investigated equitable instructional grouping for early literacy instruction 
and (2) explored leadership among Middle Eastern and North African (MENA) refugee and immigrant 
women. As part of their presentation, they will discuss how to break the larger dissertation into 
publishable parts while making ethical considerations. They will also provide helpful guidance for 
identifying potential qualitative publication outlets. Finally, they will discuss manuscript preparation 
and formatting, negotiation of authorship roles for the work, and provide a procedural checklist. 

Collaborative Teams and Publishing with Students 
Katie M. Edwards, Nebraska Center for Research on Children, Youth, Families & Schools and 
Educational Psychology, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Katie M. Edwards will discuss strategies and best practices for teamwork on scholarship especially for, 
and when, publishing with student team members. Professor Edwards will discuss qualities of excellent 
interdisciplinary collaborators, planning collaborative research projects, developing workable plans for 
research, and writing collaborative projects, development community on the research team, and 
issues in negotiating authorship order for manuscripts, especially preventing, and managing disputes 
that may arise. Professor Edwards will talk about supporting research team members and applying for 
various types of grants and specifically team approaches to grant writing. Further, Professor Edwards 
will discuss the creative ways to engage community members when engaging in community-based 
research as well as the importance of publishing for diverse audiences (e.g., academics, practitioners, 
policymakers).  

Addressing Challenges of Undertaking, Arguing, and Publishing Qualitive Scholarship 
Dawn O. Braithwaite, Department of Communication Studies, University of Nebraska-Lincoln 

Dawn O. Braithwaite will focus on unique features of publishing qualitative scholarship, especially in 
social science journals which are, in the U.S., primarily publishing quantitative scholarship. The 
presenter will offer design strategies that will help qualitative scholars maximize the contributions of 
the qualitative research. The presenter will focus on the importance of including a well-written 
description of the nature and contribution of qualitative scholarship, overcoming resistance from 
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those who do not understand or accept the use of qualitative methodology, and the importance of a 
detailed methods and analysis section. We will discuss research pitfalls to avoid, such as trying to 
address between group comparisons, and descriptions that appear to attempt to generalize from 
qualitative data.  

Keywords: Publishing Qualitative Scholarship, Manuscript Submission; Research Collaboration; 
Authorship; Revising Manuscripts 

Necessary resources: As this panel will be delivered via Zoom technology, the necessary technology 
must be available. 

 

Organization of the Panel Discussion 

1- Brief context: 

Publishing is a critical component of academic scholarship and is a key component for faculty and 
student success. Historically, much attention has been given to publishing quantitative research 
with less attention and status accorded to publishing qualitative scholarship. In addition, editors 
and reviewers may not be as educated on the different goals and standards for evaluating 
qualitative scholarship. While undertaking and publishing qualitative scholarship shares features 
in common with all scholarly peer reviewed publications, there are unique features to this work 
that both authors and reviewers need to consider. The discussion panelists are all affiliated with 
the Qualitative and Mixed Methods Interest Group (QMM) at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
USA; part of the university’s interdisciplinary Social and Behavioral Sciences Research Consortium 
(SBSRC). 

2- Objective(s): 

The panelists will focus on (a) negotiating the editorial process, (b) effective strategies for 
publishing graduate student research, (c) collaborative teams and publishing with students, and 
(d) addressing challenges of undertaking and publishing qualitative scholarship. 

3- Dynamics / Strategy: 
a. Presentation (Group Activity). 

The moderators will introduce themselves and the University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
affiliation of all the panelists. Panelists will introduce themselves prior to each 
presentation. 

b. Theoretical Exposition of the theme  
i. Moderators: Wayne Babchuk and Dawn O. Braithwaite 

ii. Member Rochelle L. Dalla (15 min): Negotiating the Editorial Process when 
Publishing Qualitative Scholarship 

iii. Members Tiffani Luethke, Tiffany Young, Wayne Babchuk (15 min): Effective 
Strategies for Publishing Doctoral Student Research 

iv. Member Katie M. Edwards (15 min): Collaborative Teams and Publishing with 
Students 

v. Member Dawn. O. Braithwaite (15 min): Addressing Challenges of 
Undertaking, Arguing, and Publishing Qualitative Scholarship 
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c. Application in other contexts:  
The panelists, representing multiple academic disciplines, will speak broadly about 
their topics, making the information and panel relevant to qualitative scholars across 
disciplines and subject areas and across a breadth of qualitative methodologies. 
 

d. Discussion:  
The moderators will pose a brief set of questions following each presentation and at 
the end of four presentations for the panelists to address that focus on points of 
agreement and debate, and application. The moderators will then open the floor to 
questions and discussion with those attending the panel. 
 

4- Application of the proposal in reality / practical examples:  
Ample time will be provided for audience members to engage in discussion and ask questions 
of the panelists, with the goal of supporting the audience’s application of the content in their 
own scholarly work as they navigate the research and publication process. 
 

5- Expected results:  

The expected results of the discussion panel are that attendees will be better informed and 
prepared to undertake, present, and publish their qualitative scholarship. 
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Lincoln in Educational Psychology and the Nebraska Center for Research on Children, Youth, Families, 
and Schools. Dr. Edwards’ mixed-methodological program of research seeks to answer two 
fundamental questions: (1) How do we prevent sexual and related forms of violence? and (2) How do 
we support survivors in the aftermath of violent victimization? Has published more than 150 peer-
reviewed journal articles and her research is supported by NIH, CDC, DOJ, and NSF. 

Tiffani Luethke (Ph.D. University of Nebraska-Lincoln) is an Assistant Professor in the Department of 
Communication at the University of Nebraska at Kearney (UNK). Using ethnographic and 
phenomenological approaches, Dr. Luethke uses storytelling to understand and share how people 
adapt following major life challenges. Her work has involved refugees, military service members and 
veterans, and breast cancer survivors. Dr. Luethke advises students in the Undergraduate Research 
Fellows program at UNK and is an Associate Editor for the Journal of Ethnographic and Qualitative 
Research. 

Tiffany T. Young (Ph.D. University of Nebraska-Lincoln) is Assistant Professor in the College of 
Education at Doane University. She serves as the Director of Elementary Education and teaches courses 
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research focuses on early literacy development and working with teachers to develop equitable 
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Research (JEQR). 


