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Abstract.  

1- Brief contextualization: How do you move from coding your data to identifying relationships, looking 
for associations and seeking patterns across codes? How do you uncover the underlying structure of 
your data so to formulate explanations, make theoretical predictions and generate hypotheses about 
your findings? 

2- Objectives: This workshop will teach you some of the key strategies to do the above, irrespective of 
whether you use induction, deduction, or abduction in your qualitative analysis.  

3- Dynamics / strategy: We will first define what patterns are in qualitative analysis, the role they play 
in helping researchers to move beyond merely "identifying themes" in the data (and reporting these 
as quotes in the results section of articles) to uncover the empirical structure of the data based on 
patterns of cooccurrence, sequence and proximity of codes. We'll then look at a number of techniques 
for transforming qualitative data into findings, such as clustering themes to create typologies, 
aggregating themes for formulating hypotheses, and scoring themes across cases. The workshop will 
conclude by looking at the ladder of abstraction in qualitative analysis whereby different qualitative 
outcomes reach different level of inferences. This ladder is particularly helpful in planning how much 
work your qualitative analysis will require if your study outcome is set to identify associations (e.g., go 
for a walk in a park) or develop a full-blown middle-range theory (e.g., climb the Everest). This is a 
lecture-type workshop. The presenter will do some demo in NVivo software to exemplify the content. 

5- Expected results: At the end of the workshop, participants will be able:  

1. To understand the role that patterns play in qualitative analysis 
2. To describe different logics of scientific inquiry in social research 
3. To link methods of qualitative analysis to different levels of abstraction 
4. To use NVivo’s functions to transform qualitative data into findings. 
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